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BOOK THE MONTH CLUB-JOTNT 
With Diamant, Days Ofelia 


Trumbull, Robert. The Raft. 


Henry Holt and Co., 
1942. 205p. 


August 20, 


The Raft story modern heroism, things not spectacular 
their doing but their sum total far outrivalling any comparable 
feat. is, short, the story three men against the sea and the 
weather, against odds incalculable, against misfortune and suffering, 
story courage and perseverance and most marvelous because the 
men who enacted were ordinary, everyday, normal men, the pride and 
backbone our armed forces. was March, 1942 that read for 
the first time the account three Navy fliers who drifted for 
thirty-four days open boat but who refused lose their mental 
balance give hope until they had reached safety. 


was January that Chief Petty Officer Harold Dixon took 
light carrier-based scout bomber out submarine hunting expedi- 
tion with two sailors, Tony Pastula, his bombardier, and Gene 
Aldrich, his gunner. Dixon was seasoned Navy man but both his 
Sailors were young the service. The plane ran out gas the 
return flight before the carrier could located and Dixon was 
forced make crash landing. The ship sank even before they could 
inflate their rubber lifeboat and they had chance save 
rations, medical supplies, etc. they hoped for 


rescue through another scouting plane but since the fleet 
was enemy waters they knew that little time could spared for 
ihtensive searching. They sighted plane the next morning but its 
pilot missed them the sun and flew on. They still hoped for pos- 
sible rescue from passing ships but Dixon, discounting that possi- 
bility, determined that would everything his power bring 
his crew safety under their own efforts. knew the general 
geography that portion the Pacific and was trained navi- 
gation. Studying the sailing peculiarities their boat soon 
found that favorable wind would drift along reasonable 
speed. fashioned sea anchor that would hold the boat against 

adverse wind and thus kept her drifting the general direction 
inhabited islands. They had oars and could fashion sail 

but nevertheless Dixon managed navigate his craft after fashim. 


the story develops see the almost incredible privations 
which the men were Their boat was small and made rubber. 
They were constant bodily contact, cramped and unable move 
because friction would have worn through the rubber fabric. Battered 
and bruised waves through the thin floor their boat sleep was 
impossible. Constantly exposed the sun they were burned and de- 
hydrated. Continuously soaked sea spray they were caked with 

salt which added their misery. Their only tools were little 
value except makeshift adaptations. Three times they were able 

spear small fish, twice catch barehanded and occasional- 
rescue floating coconut. Drinking water was wrung out 
their clothing soaked rain squalls. Neither food nor water would 
have been sufficient for normal man's ordinary needs and when 

they finally reached all three were walking skeletons. Under 
Dixon's supervision these men held daily prayer sessions whose 
value all attested. 


There are many small incidents the book which could described 
here, such as, the times the raft overturned storms, the danger 
from sharks, the conversations and the backgrounds the men con- 
cerned, but ars not important the understanding the story. 
The marvelous things are the determination and perseverance the 
men under Dixon's guidance, the adaptability their 
wish survive, the endurance which brought them through and their 
refusal even consider suicide the easiest way out. Most ad- 
mirable all was their ability preserve sanity and maintain 
mental balance under which seem almost impossible. That 
prayer was efficacious factor the preservation that sanity 
Altogether their heroism the kind that won the 
hard way and the honor extend those men extended for those 
qualities their characters which brought them through. 
real heroism The Raft recommended for all classes readers. 


BOOK THE MONTH CLUB-JOINT SEPTEMBER SELECTION 


Diamant, Gertrude. The Days Ofelia. Mifflin Co., Aug. 
25, 1942. 226p. $2.75. Note:This book will not available for sale 
before Aug. 25. condition syndication that review 
reprinted from BEST SELLERS before that date. 


This attractively illustrated but thinly plotted novel sympa- 


thetic description Mexico's forgotten men and women, the laborers 
and servants, the ninety per cent Mexicens who not belong 
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the upper classes and whom books and writers The 
setting Mexico City, the viewpoint that American school 
teacher, feminine, blonde and proper, who Mexico test the 


She finis furnished apartment the outskirts the city and 
acquires Ofelia Escoto, ten, maid for ten pesos month and 
finds her life intertwined with that the Escoto family. Senor 
Escoto construction laborer and his household twelve lives 
one room hut. Except for little meat Sunday and eggs 
rarely, this household lives two pounds cornmeal made daily 
into tortillas. Little Ofelia goes Mass five every morning 
pefore reporting work. She energetic servant and proud 
her trade. She could learn, but schools are not yet for most Mexican 
children. The Escotos had come from the country and are still wait- 
ing for Daniel, sixteen, their eldest, who behind because 
sweetheart. finally brings her, and both, though postponing 
marriage, live the Escoto hut. gets job construction 
watchman. When robberies the apartment occur the Escotos fall 
under suspicion. Then Daniel disappears for months. Mr. Escoto, 
looking for him, also disappears for few and finally reports 
that alive but says nothing else. the meanwhile the 
narrator sees country wedding lasting four days the end 
which old couples drunkenly dance over their own vomit. Then, having 
visa trouble, she has the "highway" Laredo, where the 
bus driver matter course expects spend the night with her 
assuming every unchaperoned woman free." Returned, 
while being guest the court juvenile delinquency, Daniel 
and Senor Escoto are brought forward. Daniel, though engaged has 
seduced and temporarily lived with another girl who now pregnant 
and whose mother asks sixty pesos defray the cxpenses, nothing 
more. The judge calls this sort thing "the great sickness 
(p.209). After Daniel restored the family and his 
sweetheart finally get married but the eve the marriage, 
Luisite, the girl had seduced, commits suicide the spot where 
Daniel had been watchman. But neither Daniel Senor Escoto, who 
alone know the affair, are disturbed the tragedy. 


The thin plot serves merely achieve fairly well rounded des- 
the life end habits the average one who 
has been Mexico, affirm this picture true and correcte- 
the trucst have ever read. And spite the seeming 
related above, the whole thing done such restrained and 
sympathetic manner that child can take offense anything. The 
wisdom the Church" ever treated wisdon, 
though correctly implied that the Faith not yet powerful 
enough make Mexicans generally moral, sober, honest. The only 
slight flaw the implication that before the Conquest things were 
better. But the Aztec human sacrifices (p.42) prove indisputably 
that before the Conquest things were infinitely worse, bad though 
they still are. Even the Church can't civilize pcople few hun- 
dred And the Church not blamed this book. novel 
not striking, though quite interesting; correct and 
Sympathetic picture Mexico, emphasizing what good and 
gently condemning what bad, would like sse everybody read it. 
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Macardle, Dorothy. The Uninvited. Doubleday, Doran and Co., 
July 24, 1942. 342p. $2.50 


When Pamela Fitzgerald and her brother, Roderick, playwright, 
author and book reviewer, purchased Cliff End the coast some 200 
miles from London they anticipated peace and auiet amid pleasant 
scenic atmosphere away from the whirl the city. But weird moans 
and hazy mists floating through the house the first night their 
were immediate warnings that they were intruding upon 
some ghostly domain. 


Commander Brooke from whom the place had been bought was quite 
unwilling offer any explanation but from Stella Meredith, his 
granddaughter, and neighborly gossipers bits information concern- 
ing the former residents Cliff End were soon pieced together. Un- 
questionably the nocturnal disturbances involved two women the 
life Llewelyn Meredith, Stella's father--one his wife, the other 
his paramour. 


Pamela and Rod, members the ultra-modern school thought, 
ignored Father Anson's plea allow him perform 
and instead resorted their own advanced method dealing with 
the other world through seances and Naturally the mystery 
solved and young knight errant Roderick prepared see that 
his lovely Stella doesn't need love ghost any more. 


Though there isn't any table rapping The Uninvited have 
wine glasses moving around and spelling words cards, even 
the extent such excitement that they fall off the table and 
break. Beyond that the book has very little for which may re- 
commended. Perhaps may passable very frothy adult summer 
entertainment. 


Robert. The Sea-Gull Cry. Alfred Knopf, 1942. 


Again Mr. Nathan has gone back the seashore the locale 
modern love story and again has given starkly simple tale 
which, stripping away all non-essentials, has laid bare the 
fundamental and important emotions concerned. The scene the beach 
Cape Cod and the time, the summer immediately following the Ger- 
man conquest 


After their mother and father have been killed the German 
paign and their Enzlish relatives have found place for them the 
nineteen-year-old Countess Louisa and her brother, 
Jeri, come America They find home abandoned 
scow Cape Cod. Their money scanty, they have little food and 
they know one but are relatively merely alive and 
away from war. They receive unobtrusive help from Alfred and Sarah 


Baghot, sparse, uncommunicative New Englanders, whose hearts are 


human kindness. Louisa has future prospects, she does not knov. 
what will happen both them but she determined face that 
problem later and much possible the simple benefits 
they now possess. 


XUM 
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Richard Smith, middle-aged instructor history state 
teachers colllege, afraid life. can see the problems that 
confront the world today but frightened his own inability 
deal with them. wishes run away from life, free sad- 
ness and so, order find peace, buys the Thetis, small 
sailboat, determindd spend his summer vacation sailing alone 
the coast New England far from all turmoil. Smith, however, 
inexperienced sailor and manages wreck his boat the shore 
Cape Cod where discovered Jeri and Louisa. 


Mr. Baghot agrees repair the boat but since cannot start work 
for several weeks and Louisa have ample opportunity become 
acquainted with each other. They fall love but Smith refrains 
from telling Louisa because his fears and Louisa refrains from 
telling him because she thinks that feels that she can give him 
nothing return and does not want considered object 
pity charity. During this period the author indicates the pro- 


posed the appearance European refugees our shores and 


leaves with the impression that brotherely love demands that 
fulfill our duty toward them even though seems injure our 
material self-interest. 


the meantime Jeri has made friend Meg, Mrs. Baghot's niece, 
who visiting while her mother ill. Jeri had been unable be- 
come friendly with the children the summer people and had been 
treated quite rudely them because was foreigner. Meg, how- 
ever, lost wide-eyed admiration the count and when 
Jeri finds derelict raft she readily overeomes all her scruples 
and agrees set out for England and help him rescue refugee child- 
ren from the horrors war. Smith's boat has been repaired and 
now ready resume his cruise but waits for one more day 
order say goodbye Louisa. That night the children set sail for 
England and when their absence discovered Smith remains with 
Louisa while Baghot goes summon the Coast Guard. The Coast Guard 
recovers the children but meantime the example their courage and 
their simple direct facing problems have shown Smith that man 
cannot solve the problems the world but that must try 
what can. tells Louisa his love and the story ends with 

the lovers other's arms. 


Amoving story human dignity and love, modern problems, 
fear and the conquest fear love, The Cry can well 
all classes readers. 


CRIME CLUB-AUGUST 


Millar, Margaret. The Devil Loves Published for the Crime Club 
Doubleday, Doran. Aug. 1942. 


The poisoning bridesmaid, Jane Stevens, was the first step 
Series murders that revolved about the decedent Irish household 
Calm Paul Richard Prye, whose wedding Nora 
Kathleen Shane had been interrupted, the central figure mys- 


story that unfortunately draws much its mis-styled humor from 


bickering, the drunken sprees and sexy innu- 
The solution ingenious. Not recommended for adolescents. 
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Silone, Ignazio. The Seed Beneath the Snow. Brothers. 
Aug. 19, 1942. 


There about the present book, The Seed Beneath the Snow, 
Ignazio Silone wistful air hope, “hope that the present unequal 
and evil social order will not last forever and that somewhere man 
can find basis for social justice; yet there the same time 

undercurrent despair man's inability even get 
started that direction. The story woven about the contacts 

young rebel, Pietro Spina, with people all classes 
day Italy. The time 1939 during the Ethiopian War. 


the story opens Pietro Spina, rebellious scion sometime 
noble family southern Italy has just been rescued his grand- 
mother from hideout the mountains and now living 
with her secretly. Pietro had opposed the Fascist regime which had 
forced him flee over all Italy until illness and physical ex- 


haustion stopped him. Dona Maria Vincenza has been little touched 


Fascism and has always considered politics something defiling and 
not for those good family. However, being good woman and having 
strong instinct for family preservation, she forsakes her aversion 
and seeks help her grandson. She seeks aid from various sources 
including her own son but can find help until she succeeds 
bribing government representative and obtaining pardon which she 
and Pietro then refuse when develops that order secure the 
pardon they must endorse Fascist and policy. Pictro, 
alarmed the government reaction the refusal and fearing 
bring harm his grandMother, goes live with the peasant, Simone- 
the-polecat. Later Infante, semi-deaf mute, who had 
been with his former comes live with 

When Sciatap, owner the cave-stable which Pietro had originslly 
hidden threatens sell the information his present whereabouts 
the authorities the three flee renote mountain village where 
they live happily for some time. falls love with Faustina, 
woman from his own village who been wrongfully accused 
immorality, and makes arrangements with her. the mean- 
time Infante's fathsr has returned from America and his 
son. One night just when all problems are about settled happily 
Pietro, paying last visit Infante, finds the father killed and 
the bloodstained half-wit crouching the corner. save Infante 
from the horrors imprisonment Pietro sends him away and gives 
himself the police the murderer the story ends. 


The action the story unimportant and used only introduce 
the various individuals whom the examines the state 
society. Action strictly subordinated the author's impres- 
sions, reflections and theories the meaning and end life and 
the relations men with one another. can fairly certain that 
the novel represents the own experiences with Fascism and 
his reactions it. Pietro depicted former who 

has seen the inadequacy that system and now trying work out 
bor and mutual help for which the term friendship used the 
book. examines classes socicty and finds good only the 
downtrodden peasants whose lot life most miserable. 


The dying out remnants former are dismissed decadent 


and living mostly the past. The middle class shown have 
sacrificed liberty and dignity for material security and have 
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given its allegiance Fascism even the expense the peasants. 
Clearly shown the corrupt nature officialdom and the influence 
German ideology and methods together with the resentment the 
common people that influence. Among other things the author shows 
that the few material benefits reaped from totalitarianism the 
middle class are not worth the price human degradation which was 
paid. With Don Severino the author concludes that the extensive 
abuse the powers money and the state are the cause modern 
troubles. Pietro feels that man must know himself and the meaning 
life before anything worthwhile can done. sees only two 
worthwhile objectives---the abolishment the present social order 
and the leading simple, natural life among the uncorrupted 

poor 


Among other classes the author has examined the Church and its 


priests and concluded that they too are adherents Fascism and 


worthless the poor. indicates his belief God ahd Christ and 
writes movingly Christ's love for the poor even introducing 
incident which the peasants believe that Christ has reappeared 
earth the form poor man illustrate brotherly this 
reviewer seems that the author sincere these sentiments, 
misguided ignorance though insists Christianity but 
denies that remains the Catholic Church whose are 
lumped with the middle class subservient Fascism. one point 
(p.201) has Pietro wish that God would send 
Vatican City which presumably would remove the whole Church from the 
scene. possible that some cases condition lax subser- 
vience may exist especially where has mede inroads but 
that condition certainly not true the largest part the 
Church whose mission still all men. meking that accusation 
Silone badly mistaken and that one point sufficient condemn 
the book for the great majority readers. 


There The Seed Beneath the Snow hauntingly delicate 
flavor Italy. Conditions that unhappy country are depicted 
style clear and forceful, yet simply beautiful, that 
there little doublt the author's sincerity his literary 
One tempted perceive almost Franciscan spirit the 
author's love the poor, his acceptance suffering and his at- 
indulges freauently dry yet fundamentally bitter humor, 
his peasant characters, which not far from fatalistic 
Yet throughout the whole book expressed the hope that 
perhaps the seed human dignity lying beneath the snow total- 
itarian intolerance soon sprout and bear fruit. 


Because its one great defect, the unjust delineation the 
Church's position toward the poor, the book, though otherwise funda- 
good, cannot recommended the genersl reader. those 
cases, however, where mature adults understand the principles which 
govern the Church's relations social organisms the book can 
recommended. 
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Stern, Philip Van Doren. The Drums Morning. Doubleday, Doran 
Aug. 1942. 625p. 


One the more violent episodes American history was that 

the abolition movement which the passion for human liberty 
clashed with vested interest until that clash was resolved cur 
Civil War. true that the Civil War did not spring directly 
from the desire the North liberate the slaves but nevertheless 
the economic causes the war were closely linked the future 
slavery while the minds the abolitionists, who were far from 
few number, emancipation the abolition movement during the 
period 1837-1865. deals primarily with the abolition slavery 
and only incidentally with the Civil War itself. 


Jonathan Bradford was orphaned 1837 the age nine when his 
father was killed defending abolitionist editor from Southern 
mob Alton, Illinois. his father's coffin vowed spend 


his life uprooting slavery. For the next fifteen years lived 


with the Moores Jacksonville, Illinois and since William Moore, 

school teacher, was ardent abolitionist, Jonathan's upbringing 
was conformity with his i852 met the noted cru- 
sader, Theodore Parker, and when William Moore moved his family East 
accept position Dartmouth Jonathan, Parker's influ- 
ence, obtained financial backing from Joel Boston mer- 
chant for trip through the South which study slavery 
preparation for combating it. Lucy Moore has long since been 

love with her foster brother but, although Jonethan loves her, his 
preoccupation with abolition him take her for granted 

and although she tries reach understanding with him she un- 
successful before leaves for the South, 


Jonathan's itinerary carries him through Richmond, Charleston and 
Mobile and each place studies slavery first hand and makes 
contacts with Southern abolitionists. poses agriculturist 
order escape detection but has several narrow escapes. Mo- 
bile injured while attempting quiet team horses driven 
Caroline Walker. Taken the Walker home remains there for 
several weeks after his injured leg has recovered. Caroline Walker 
attracted Jonathan, leads him into love and he, his youth- 
ful ignorance easy prey. After the ineviteble intimacies have oc- 
curred Jonathan, his conception the voice conscience 
determines forsake abolition and marry Caroline. Hugh Ballard, 
Caroline's former suitor, discovers the affair and forces Jonathan 
into duel. Jonathan wounds Ballard but flee from Mo- 
bile and Ballard immediately marries 


Jonathan makes his way Pensacole where meets Pierre Brion, the 
Tobbed money while drunk and with prostitute. Brion feels 
and gives half intersst the salvage bus- 
iness. After Brion dies fever attemnts use the 
ship carry slaves freedom the but his first voy- 
age falls with yellow fever, captured Federal gunboat and 
returned Pensacola for trial. convicted, branded the hand 
and sentenced jail but escapes and New Orleans from 
where Joel Tupper returns him Boston ship. 


Returning Boston Jonathan finds that though she still loves 
him has promised marry Manfred Wandrei, exile from Germen 
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tyranny. then wants forsake abolitionism and sea but 
lecture tour with Theodore Parker and Frederick 
Douglass. Later returns Boston and takes part riot over 
the return captured runaway slave. Lucy and Wandrei are married 
and leave colonists for Kansas aid saving that state from 
slavery. The Moores inherit farm Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
and Jonathan goes with them planning operate station 
the Underground Railway. For the next five years Jonathan lives 
Chambersburg during which time marries Felicity Sueren, 
scheming, rather shrewish widow, even though does not love her. 
mainly concerned with farming and aiding the escape negroes 
put refuses join John Brown's company for the Harper's Ferry 
episode. His married life with Felicity unhappy. This part the 
pook also contains description the events leading the 
Civil War ending with Lincoln's election and the secession the 
South. Manfred had been injured the Kansas fighting and had been 


brought home die. After his death Felicity becomes jealous with- 


out cause and makes life miserable for Jonathan who finally traps 
her infidelity. then asks Lucy leave with him but she 
refuses. 


Just before the outbreak fighting Jonathan goes South rescue 
his foster-brother, Danny Moore, who had been arrested Charles- 
ton but recognized Hugh Ballard and arrested for extradition 
remains forgotten jail until 1863 when escapes 
and joins the Union forces besieging Charleston. becomes scout 
and recruiting agent but his first expedition recaptured and 
sent prison camp Andersonville, Georgia. There long 
section describing Jonathan's stay the almost incredible hor- 
rors the Southern prison camps but 1864 transferred 
Charleston where, with Caroline's help, manages escape the 
Federal the harbor, although she killed and wounded 
the attempt. Jonathan returns Chembersburg where takes 
anew and peaceful life with Lucy nation longer covered 
the dark shadow slavery. 


The Drums Morning well-written story with action and 
the abolitionists excusing their actions the 
basis that they were fired with zeal for liberty. One must not forget 
that among the abolitionists there were numerous fanatics, such 
John Brown, and that, although their cause was just, the morality 
the means they used attain that cause was not above ques- 
tion and cases evil. However the scope the book 
extensive that cannot consider more than the high points the 
abolitionist movement and that consideration there seems 
very little material. With regard the story there 
are several incidents immorality which three are portrayed 
evil and from which Jonathan suffers. One does object 
the willingness Jonathan and Lucy live together while Jona- 
wife was still living even though had for leaving 
her but that incident rather minor. general there seems 
the book which could affect adults and the book recom- 
for that class 
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Harry Assignment Berlin. Alfred Knopf. 1942 
3.00 


October 1940 the author took William Shirer's place Berlin 
Columbia broadcaster and stayed till September 1941. The book 
factual but unsystematic and unanalytic record his observations 
and preoccupations during this time. His discovery the first 
Sunday was “that church services continued Nazi (p.59). 
went Mass St. Hedwig's and confession. was also 
surprised the amazingly "outspoken criticism the Nazi govern- 
the people (p.61). 


The title the third chapter, "Random could best ap- 
plied the whole book, since chapter true its heading 
has unity. The chief preoccupation with censorship and other 
problems broadcasting. While not very valuable interesting 
this phase the book ridicules the "petty subservience 


the German censors, recognizes German punctuality and technical 


efficiency, and generally makes German bureaucrats appear fairly 
representative those anywhere else. Most them are courteous, 

few nasty, most are efficient, some are stupid and shortsighted. 
Once when they forbade detailed broadcast military strategy 
called the censors anger, damn Nazis" (p.242) and yet 
happened him. The chief friction seemed arise from the German 
contention that the American broadcaster from London broadcast Brit- 
ish statements facts but those Berlin insisted introducing 
German statements "claims"! 


second preoccupation the book with the various types 
rationings. goes into detail and figures and can help 
who are just learning about rationing. 


Thirdly regularly considers the damage bombing and always 
surprised find the damage less than anticipated and tends 
discount the bombing cities decisive weapon. 


gives quotations German encouraging fornication for 
births but adds, "So far could learn, the Nazi efforts in- 
crease the birth rate were most successful with the family since the 
Germans are basically moral people."(p.113). 


His best chapter the war with Russia says that 
the Russian advances the Baltic states and Rumania were violations 
the Hitler-Stalin Treaty, that Russia did not cooperate econom- 
ically, and that Hitler was afraid attack force "As 
long Russia remained hostile the back (p.363). 


Perhaps unconsciously the book gives the impression that the Ger- 
stetes there less the German order 
and more cooperetion than commonly supposed. says there 

was little external evidence Hungary did not want aid the 
Nazis (p.337), and quotes Yugoslav minister, Acimovic, that 
"small who were egged the British and the United States 
responsible for Yugoslavia's getting into the war" (p.332). 


Mr. Flannery sometimes comments favorably the Germans but always 
imputes bad motive for their good action. says was the 
Nazi system lenient with new man" correspondent), 
and entertain correspondents without addine 
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course all this was done bribe reporters psychologically (p.33). 
says the Nazis have banned prostitutes from the streets but "not 
make the people more moral, but solely produce more cannon 
(p.115). 


says the foreign correspondents, "We had desire dead 
(p.45), and one believes him! Nevertheless, the book not 
cheap propaganda. Its slips from facts imputations are sufficient- 
recognizable. judicious reading will ensble the piecing to- 
gether worthwhile, sound, and just picture--conducive bet- 
ter understanding the war and the peace. not, however, 
well written book--its information not massed organized. Ex- 
cept for the very capable synthesizing its value iso- 
lated facts. raw material rather than finished product and 


CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB-JULY 


Meehan, Francis. Living Upstairs. Reading for Profit and Pleasure. 


Downstairs the House Life conduct our business affairs. 
"Downstairs greet the grocery boy, argue with the plumber, hire 
and fire the cook, dodge subscribing for magazines help mani- 
festly unacademic youth through college. Upstairs entertain 
friends who inspire and encourage us, people know and love; and 
upstairs man dons his frayed lounge robe and his bulbous slippers 
and slumps happily battered club chair, disreputable dear. 
Downstairs the clamorous telephone; upstairs the restful 
favorite pipe. writes the urbane Abbe Dimnet, 
what has too evident claim the painful label; ordinary. Up- 
stairs have different outlook and associate with better 
(p.11) 


Then cites Mr. B.I. Bell: thought emphasizes all 
the ways which man like the beast, and quiet unconcerned with 
the ways which man unlike the beast--which latter ways havpen 
the only things that really matter much about And con- 
tinues himself, "That thought paramount the Upper Room. Not 
bread alone does man live. Bread keep where ought kept, 
the bread-basket downstairs. Our need for bread share with the 
animals; cannot share with them our need for Balzac, Greco and 
Mendelssohn. Like us, the dog and the cow and the monkey bask the 
sunlight and are wetted the rain; like they take their naps 
and fill their bellies and propagate their kind; like they ripe 
and ripe, and then they rot and rot--but thereby hangs tale. They 
lead what necessarily downstairs life; they cannot share our 
lifs (p.15) 


Thus, the Upper Room seek develop the importent two-thirds 

our beings, our intellects and our emotions. But the Upper Room 

avocations reading are not merely not merely armchair 

ivory tower reflections. "Living Upstairs can have serious 

Significance and essential validity unless conduces what St. 

Augustine called ars recte vivendi, the art right living. 
living rationally, productively, 
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Thus, through wit and whimsy does Francis Meehan endeavor lead 
his readers into the ever green pastures the classics liter- 
ature. provides the introduction the great authors 
over famous lines and scenes slyly whetting our 
casual yet intriguing allusions. this statement mean that 
one should buy Living Upstairs the hope getting history 
outline world literature. Living Upstairs contains the sage 
and distilled advice true doctor literature, man who pre- 
scribes from the literary pharmacopoeia those items that will 
stimulate and restore full life the human faculties that have 
been deadened through improper diet. Urbanely written, entertaining, 


"The pipe-man knows that even the best bibliography 
like suit ready-made clothes; doesn't fit everybody." Yet 
suspect that much Adler's list would found the pipe- 


bookcases. can wholeheartedly recommend Living Upstairs 


for its inspirational value. should lead college students 
all adults above the school age the joys and the importance 
literature. 


Davis, Clyde Brion. Follow the Leader. Farrar Rinehart, Inc. 
August 1942. $2.75 


tracing the meteoric rise fame and fortune poor, ailing 
Charles Martel, Follow the Leader impresses upon once more that 
fundamental thought our that all men are born equal, that 
all have equal opportunities, that every boy regardless birth and 
background can aspire the highest honors the nation. 


Through our introduction this six-year-old youngster during the 
dying hours the last century struck acouaintance with 
family whose counterpart may found any time any part 
this country. But for the records Pabuloma, was called 
home the Martels. Financially speaking Henry “artel was total 
failure publisher the "Christian Farmer," nondescript re- 
ligious bulletin. About the only recompense received for his 
trouble were exchange copies nationel magazines which 
from practical are little value feeding and clothine 
four. The net result was constant bickering between 
Henry and his wife, Sophie, who had her own petty embitions and phil- 
osophy life. Thrifty, self-seeking, her son 
literally tied her apron constantly eliciting from him 
promises that would never marry but rether grow 
and give her the things her dresming svouse was unsble provide 
for her. Consequently Cherley never had friends, would not dare 

look girl even play with his schoolmates. 


since his mother's aspirations had him forwelth 
Charles could not possibly waste precious time Latin and 


Greek (which were all right you expected doctor preach- 
Furthermore factory work would ever soil his hands. 


graduation from primary school sent Charley out book- 
Keeping student the Pebuloma Business School. But 


year later seemed that nobody bookkeeper and the young- 


acquisition job factory hend was abruptly 


Sophie. 


inspiring, Living Upstairs does not prescribe the definite regimen 

rules and books that brought Adler's How Read Book 


Dragging through life listlessly, friendless and alone Charley ac- 
developed interest bicycles and then automobiles. 

the time World War had wrapped her arms around the United States 
had repair shop his own. course Sophie "didn't raise her 
poy but when Charley found himself camp was 
evident that all his mother's pleas that was weak, sickly and 
susceptible every sickness imaginable could not outweigh the 
medical report his perfect health. spite himself Charley 
went across and returned from France covered with medals and hailed 
Pabuloma's hero for his daring capture machine gun nest. 


Meanwhile the elder Martel, ridiculed his wife for his vapid plans 
and dreams, met with signal success when his 

study the world's ills and their cure was published widely 
But was not given him live long the glory his 
success now that Sophie possessed ell and more than her narrow heart 
had ever unfortunate affair involving him with the 
Klan brought heart attack which once was fatal. 


The reactions his war experiences did much provide Charley 
the stimulus which sorely needed. Still buried his own lit- 
tle world fell back his earlier interest automobiles end 
soon established himself the leading Ford dealer the state. 


the same time something was beginning gnaw away Charley's 
heart. All his life, because his childhood promise his mother, 
had ignored and shunned, but occesionally dwelt thought the 
opposite sex. But the day went camp and was kissed Mary 
Conklin that promise was gradually eesed the background. Then 
while was the other side heard from Hary her marriage. 
first impression was made this information nor the 
fact itself. But now thet was becoming Pabuloma's out- 
standing businessmen, steadily coming contact with Mary and her 
husband, was forced adnit himself that was madly love 
with the woman. And she, learning his secret passion, her own 
way openly showed that she was not averse his attention and love. 
But then how could she possibly sue for divorce without any legit- 
imate grounds. Furthermore consider the scandal! 


About this time ambitious up-and-coming locel reporter, Irving 
Radetsky, seized upon Charley safe investment further both 
their futures and offered his services public relations man 
the price one dollar inch for all unpaid advertising. From 

now find Charley making speeches, being sought out for inter- 
views, short becoming national figure, friend the President 
and eventually dollar-a-yeer man Washington. Thanks, too, 
the minor detail having husband removed from the scene 
becomes simple matter. Very nicely Irv arranges one those sen- 
Sational trumped-up raids which Mary's husband found with 
another woman. The divorce follows and then the hero merries 
the girl his dreams. Just simple that. 


From the point literary value Follow the Leader carries little 
distinction. far the best written and most interesting part 


the story centered around Charley's army life. The first part 
the book very boring and monotonous with the latter part somewhat 
less that. The interludes interspersed between chapters, pointing 

the high spots the various years are sharp contrast the 


story proper. 
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the characters there scarcely one who deserves admiration 
gave, perhaps, Henry Martel. look Charley measured according 
the gauge worldly success there are unquestionably countless 
numbers who would hold him exemple and model for little 
poys follow. But his moral code immediately shattered when 
consider his ready acceptance divorce desnite his earlier being 

faithful church-goer. nature weak, his 
tremendous strides success due primarily his shrewd, unscrup- 
ulous "alter ego." Charley Martel became leader according the 
generally accepted standard American leadership which the 
religious element not only subordinated but more frequently en- 
tirely omitted. Without that there can true leadership, nor 
any real success. According Catholic principles success means 
more than the amassing fabulous and "What 
doth profit man gain the whole world but lose his immort- 
There are higher ideals and nobler models follow than 
Charley Martel. Primarily this basis, plus its acceptance 


freauent profanity and slurs things sacred Follow the 


Leader not recommended except the most discriminating adult 
reader. 


Havighurst, The Long Ships Passing. The Story the Great 
Lakes. The Macmillan 1942. 


The Wisconsin-born author, associate professor Englishat Miami 
University Oxford, Ohio, previously wrote book The Upper 
Mississippi and novel with its setting the shores Lake Erie. 
fle knows and loves his subject well. The illustrations John O'Hara 
Cosgrave, mostly ships, add greatly the interest the book. 


The story the Great Lakes begins with the missionarics, and 
chiefly told the seventy-one volumes the Jesuit Relations. 
Paragraph sketches are given Father finally lost the 
wilderness below Lake Superior, Claude who baptized ten 
thousand savages the shores Laks Michigen, and prince 
the with crossed the 
Lakes and journeyed south the thousand Leav- 
ing the missionaries, all too briefly treated, there are sketches 

George Stuntz, who found iron near Duluth, and Henry Rowe 
the great Indian agent the Northwest. Dramatic 
the story the first great ship the Lakes, Salle's Griffin 
which sailed from Green Bay September 18th, 1679, and was 
hever heard from again. There are sketches Perry's famous 
battle, which make the lakes American, and the unlucky Lady Elgin 
which went down with three hundred Irishmen from Milwaukee. This 
book tells the rise and fall the great lumber industry, the 
tise and and rise again such great cities Cleve- 
lend, Chicago, Milwaukee--all the decede 1830--and 
surely the most phenomenal growth cities 
history, tells the story the canoes, the windjammers, the 
humble barges and finally the modern steamer--and even lately the 
Manitowoc. Impressive the picture "The Great 
Freeze St. Mary's River," 1926 when 247 vessels were stuck 


frozen and whose lights night looked like vast city ice. 
‘ells also wrecks--5,999 them government count between 1878 

1898 alone. The last chapter deals with the St. Lawrenee Water- 
“ay, whose entire cost would less than three battleships and 
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which the author says, "In the light history the lakes 
would seem that open way the sea inevitable 


The book wholesome and harmless. ought chief interest 
boys and young men. For serious adults would seem have too 
many facts and too little theme. Only chapter about the mission- 
aries, and chapter 24, "From Duluth Deep Water," contain anything 
which guide the future. Even for sustained interest the sket- 
ches are not sufficiently integrated with one another. But has 
good index and addition pleasure value has considerable 
reference value for Great Lakes historv. Anybody may read it; young 
men, perhaps, will like most. 
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